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E-Books vs. Print

“This will kill that,” said Claude Frollo, the Archdeacon of Notre-Dame, a fictional 

character from Victor Hugo’s, The Hunchback of Notre-Dame, looking at a book, then at a 

cathedral. What he meant is the invention of printing, in his opinion, would have a harmful effect on 

cathedrals as the sources of knowledge and wisdom at that time. It seems like kind of an attitude to 

new things triggered debates when a certain invention was introduced to people and had a potential 

to replace things people had been used to for quite a while. For example, many people felt quite 

skeptical about movies and movie theaters when they first appeared, saying that they do not 

encourage people to think and analyze information or that movies would eventually kill dramaturgy. 

Moreover, when each family could afford to buy a TV, people started saying it would replace 

reading and make us dumber. Well, none of that has ever happened. People still go to the theater and 

read books. So, when e-books became popular in the 2000s, skeptics claimed they would kill 

printed books. So, are e-books so much better than printed books so that this prediction will come 

true?

The first thing you can notice is that an e-book is smaller and lighter than any printed book, 

and it can contain an entire personal library in its memory. You can feel this advantage if you have 

to travel somewhere, but you cannot take several books with you. On the other hand, with an e-

book, you can have access to all your books while traveling by plane or while getting to work on the 

subway.

Now let us imagine being lost in the rainforest or you are a survivor of a shipwreck and have 

to live on an uninhabited island. To make things even worse, you may find out that your e-book’s 

battery is low. What can be worse than that? A printed book doesn’t need to be charged, so if you 

decide to go into the wild for quite a long time, take a couple of printed books with you.

Another aspect we should pay attention to is design. E-books may attract you with their 

minimalistic designs and stylish leather covers that often come with them. Well, whatever book you 

are reading, your e-book will always look the same. What makes each printed book unique is that 

all of them have different cover designs; they also differ in size, weight, type of font used, etc. 

However, tastes differ, and you may choose an e-book just not to be distracted from reading by all 

the things mentioned above.
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We can often come across some unknown words in a book, so we have to search the 

meaning on the Internet, read an article in an encyclopedia, or ask someone. This is much simpler 

for e-book owners, since they can download a dictionary, put a cursor on any word in a book, and 

get a meaning of a word instantly.

To sum up, comparing a printed book and an e-book and trying to define what is better is 

meaningless. Photo cameras did not kill painting, people still go both to movies and theaters. So, it 

seems like it is not a problem for an e-book and a printed book to coexist. At the same time, we can 

choose the option that suits us most in a particular situation—take an e-book with you on a trip to 

another country not to make your bags too heavy; or read a printed book at home, enjoying the 

unique old book smell.
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